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old Rock diamonds (algunas diamates de Roca vieja, y de fondo), of more then ordinary size. In the
same golden hall stood eight pitchers (cantaros) of golds each four palms high, seven in circumference,
and one inch thick. There were also nine dishes (?fuentes) of the same metal, each three palms high
thirteen in circumference, and one inch thick.

This grand and very rich hall contains still those equally ancient and most celebrated precious
Chanequas of the Tangu, the prime cause, past and present, of so many wars and so much bloodshed on
the part of various Barbarian nations, such as the Siammes, the Pegus, Tangus, Bramas, Avvas, Sions,
(Siones), and now at present the Mogos and Mogars. This unique treasure is contained in a casket of
gold, two palms long and proportionately broad; the whold of it is covered with very artistic and delicate
work representing a variety of boughs, flowers and birds; and within this tracery are enchased very fine
diamonds, rubies and pearls of extraordinary greatness. This admirable casket stands in the centre of
the hall on a square table of gold, three palms long; this table too is elaborately engraved, and set with
many rich gems. To stimulate the more human cupidity, it is covered with a cloth of white satin, entirely
embroidered with gold and pearls of ordinary size. | freely confess that, albeit | had seen in other parts of
the East many things of great price and value, yet, when they opened the casket for me, and | beheld the
Chanequas, | stood amazed, especially on seeing that | could scarcely fix my eyes on them, owing to the
rutilant splendour they cast. These Chanequas are two rubies shaped like an obelisk and pyramid, of the
length (altura) of the small finger, and the bottom of each has the circumference of a small hen's egg (ed
va pegqueno guebode gallina). These most precious jewels are used only at the coronation of the Mogo
Kings, or in their greatest solemnities. The word Chanequa means the same as with us a pendent, or ear-
ring (sarcilos o arra cudas de las orejas); an article worn in the ears both by the Mogos, and the Pegus
and Bramas; for this purpose, they pierce their ears when young, and put in them something heavy, which
keeps stretching and enlarging them until they reach almost the shoulders.

In one of the inner courts of that palace there is also a statue of the King Braka (del Rey Brama),
a Tyrant of the Empire of Pegu, who was slain by a Pegu Lord called Xemi Decatam, whom he had
ordered to be killed. While quartering at a small country house (villa town), in some houses belongign to
a Verela, or ldo-demple, with four thousand Bramas, this Brama King was waiting for the rest of his army,
which he had ordered to collect, with the intention of marching against a Prince who had revolted in
Martavan. Now, one night, Xemi Decatam with six hundred Pegus fell unexpectedly on him at the houses
of the Varela. Luck would have it that they found the Tyrant busy in a closet, for he was suffering at the
time from a flux of the belly, and they killed him in the very plight in which they surprised him. The Bramas
hold him for a Saint, and as such they dedicated a Temple to him, because he had so greatly aggrandised
and exalted their nation; and, to perpetuate his memory forever, they resolved to make an image of him.
So, they made a bronze figure, which represents him in the very plight in which they surprised him. The
Bramas hold him for a Saint, and as such they dedicated a Temple to him, because he had so greatly
perpetuate his memory forever, they resolved to make an image of him. So, they made a bronze figure,
which represents him in the very condition in which he met his death at the hands of the Pegus. This
image looks exceedingly natural, and one cannot help wondering at the sickly expression of the face and
the flabbiness of the body. He is seated on a table, also of metal, and around him are sundry monstesrs
in bronze of surprising size. The most wonderful are four Giants of both sexes, each sixteen palms high,
and holding maces in their hands: a monstrous brood. With them there is another monster of the same
material, half-elephant, half-bull, eleven palms high, another horrid-looking object. Still other animals,
also of bronze form part of that cortege; but as they are of ordinary shape and size, | shall not weary in
describing them.

The statues of the four Giants were, they say, adorned with many precious stones, and in the
places where they were enchased there are still the traces of them. It is also written in the books and
Chronicles of the Bramas, that in the cavity of the statue of that King there were many precious stones of
great value, and one sees still on the right, in the side near the belly, an opening through which, they say,
they pulled them out. That statue is venerated by many of those Gentiles, who come to see it, and out of
devotion anoint it with sandal (sandalos) and fragrant oils. And when people are afflicted with diarrhoea,
they come to him as to their advocate against that infirmity, bringing vases full of water, they bathe him,
and the water which flows out, after passing through his body, is collected and given to drink to those who
suffer from the illness.

At a small distance from that Royal Palace, there is a Lake, the water of which is dammed off,
and they say it is more then thirty leagues long (mas detreynta leguas de larg 0). The lake is divided into
several arms, containing many islets, quite cool, and planted with fruit-bearing trees. The greater number
of these islets are inhabited by Raulins. Some of these live in Varelas, some of their Varelas being built
like our Convents. Others live in private houses. | shall give a special account of them all, when | describe
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THE CITY OF GOLDEN MRAUK - U
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Mrauk-U was foundef in 1430 A.D. and became the seat of the Arakanese dynasty of that name.
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It was embellished by King Minba in 1540 with some of its more memarkable temples.
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The fortifications were completed under Min Palaung and Razagri at the end of the sixteenth
century.

In 1634, the date chosen for this reconstruction, it was at the top of its importance, rich with the
accumulated wealth of two centuries of internal peace, successful foreign wer, a dynasty which
had passed on its authority without dispute from father to son.
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After 1634 it entered upon its decline.
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Usurpations became the rule.
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It grew weaker until conquered by the Burmese in 1784.
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In 1825 the British drove out the Burmese Governor and added it to the Indian Empire.
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Itis now a small country town called Myohaung and the headquarters of a township of that name.

to the Indian Empire.
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19. It was irregular and depended for its conformation on the topography of the site.
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20. In the centre was the palace citadel, built on a natural hill about sixty-feet high and surrounded by
a moat.
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21. On the summit stood the palace building, probably made partly of stone and partly of wooOd, for
stone foundations are still visible on the site.
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22. However, the structure itself must in the main have been of wood, for it is described thus by
Manrique.
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23. It has massive wooden columns of such extra-ordinary length and straightness that one wonders
there are trees so tall and so straight.
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24, The inside columns are entirely gilt.
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25. There is a hall gilt from top to bottom.
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26. These two details are sufficient to show that the royal palace at Mrauk-U in 1634 must have
resembled on the main the palace of King Thibaw in Mandalay two hundred and fifty years later.
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28. Standing up in this way over the city was the palace.
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29. Below it a town of considerable size was spread.
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30. Manrique estimates the population at one hundred and sixty thousand, not counting foreign
visitors and traders,
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41. The houses were made of bamboo.
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41. The neighbouring mountains then, as now, were presumably covered with that plant.
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42. But it must not be supposed that a bamboo house is necessarily a mat hut.
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43. Though indeed such structures do not last long and have to be extensively repaired after each
reiny season, they are watertight and sanitary and can be made to look charming.
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44, Nowadays when the Chin tribes inhabiting the hills and uppereeaches of the rivers of Arakan are

the cleverest exponents of how to build in bamboo, one may observe in their villages neat strong houses,
the mat walls worked in patterns and the whole, bright and corncoloured, giving an impression of skilled
finish.
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45, Such were the houses in Mrauk-U.
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46. As Manrique observes-]the houses are made according to the means and position of those who
get them made, for much labour and ingenuity is spent on the various designs of fine variegated mats,
very neat and beautiful things'.
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47. The same authority states that the houses of the aristocracy contained rooms made of wood, 'the
different sculptures and mouldings of the woodwork being gilt and painted in various colours.'
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57. It was, therefore, the east that Maruk-U was fortified.
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58. From the hills on the north down to the hills on the south of the city a maze-like chain of lakes and
moats, which wound in and out, sometimes one behind the other, with blind alleys, false entrances,
backed with high stone battlements and worked in with natural ridges, covered the whole eastern ap-
proach.
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59. These defence were caculted to baffle any enemy.
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60. And, in fact, as long as the kings of Maruk-U were strong and manned the work, with vigour, rthe
city remained impregnable.
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61. Even the English in 1825, with only a Burmese Governor to disloge, found rthe assult difficult and
were repulsed until Arakanese, who knew the potography, indicated a vital point.
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62. Beside this system of defence, the kings had constructed in the south, in three valleys them large
reservoirs.
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63. These were so built with dams and shices that it any enemy had succeeded in breaking through
the eastern moats and penetrating into the city, the waters would have been let loose, flooding the town
and drowning the invaders.
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73. But to their situation, the thickness of their wall and their layout, | do desire to drawoattentlorf

o C C C
ODGOD’) CDC ooc%ooee§ep §619J') cﬁsaoosrao’] &C C]C O’)Cﬁ S'BQC.SD(T)J CE?C.) OOJCDO’)Gjﬁ
C%I&LO:DE 0’)(7)0.)00 O%O’)?O’) G(D’J@C\BOCD ﬁGOCDEII

74. While the citadel was the final refuge for theking and his army in the event of an enemy breaking
the outer defence, so these two structures were the last retreat for the ecclesiastics.
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75. Into them all the monks in Mrauk-U could flee.
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76. Each stood on a mound at least forty feet above the mean level of rthe city and so out of danger
of inundation from the reservoirs.
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77. In the first instance, therefore, the temples are the priests citadel.
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78. The Dukkan-Thein had only one door; its walls were twelve feet thick of solid stone; once the
priests were within, not even cannon could have dislodged them.
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79. The Shitthaung-para, almost equally strong, was in normal times the residence of the head of the
Arakanese priesthood.
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80. This Hpongyi had the temporal power of life and death over monks.
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81. From the drawings given here the maze-like layout of both temples may be observed.
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82. Reasons of defence cannot, to my mind entirely account for this curious plan and | have the
suggestion that some rituals of imitation, some ceremonies, half Hindu and half Buddhist, which required
a secret and and involued housing, were there anacted.
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M.S.S. that a current prophecy foretold that Thirithudamma would die soon after his crowm
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92. As described in a previous article, he was murdered, in poplar opinion, by Yadaya.
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93. This murder took place shortly after his coronation, and in fact therefore the prophecy was ful-
filled.
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94, Thirithudamma was aware and afraid of what was foretold( and the result shows he was right to
fear), but he thought that if his coronation was post poned indefinately, he would evade his fate.
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95. Thus, though he came to the throne in 1622, he put it off year after year and it was now 1634.
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96. At last, popular opinion against which even the most absolute monarch is notimmune, demanded
that the coronation should take place.
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97. An uncrowned king was profuned breach of custom.
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98. It threw the mechanism of royal rule into confusion.

0.)82:103 950.3@8:03@0 O?qgﬁgeagljlgﬁ Q)gjq’):d% JSJSGGS:GM(%@[Q?SBCS:OCSBSC%UE a%@éﬁu

99. Thisithudamma was only too well aware of the necessity, but he was troubled by this persistant
prophecy.
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100. Itmust be remembered that his predecessors for two hundred years had been crowned and had
ruled peacefully from father to son.
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108. He says that one day at nine in the morning he was beginning the Introit of the Mas?s at teh altar

of the church he had built in the Daingri-phet quarter of the city, when cries of 'fire!," were heard, he
stopped the Office and quickly removed the vestments to a place of safety.
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109. But as the wind was not blowing in that dirction and as elephants were soon on the scene,
breaking down the houses in a circle round the fire, the Church escaped.

o [og .OO. C. cC O O C C C. [ C [og Y [~ [og o 'T‘ C
WEPORC BCOED NEPIYAREOYICINMR o?oosaoo@c.e»J ooas'a@c ep.e@oeaocep. ol ogo>c0n
[~] [o ocC O OC [o [o cC @ O ¢C (o [og [~
@@: 6:6C0CEVDTOGDIY OCI0§:000 §c:eqjqjmao:wm@ewoe@oc DEPEEYDCIED G316 :

L L L L4 L 4
o mcge@ocrgéqesdcﬁn
J [o] L

110.  The incendiaries were caught.
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111. Now these men had been sent by the King in the advice of his professions of Yadaya.
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112.  The latter's argument was that in order to counteract a certain evil influence bearing on the
dynasty from a certain point, it was necessary from another point and at a fixed hour to commit arson.
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113. Nine o'clock in the morning was certainly a very inconvenient hour for an incendiary to start a
conflagration, though presumably it was the only possihle hour for the adept of Yadaya in that particular
combination of events.)
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114. If a Yadaya calculatioln indicted midnight as the time, the fire began at that hours and naturally

more of the inhabitants were hurnt.
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115.  The problem the man had to resolve was this as the King's death is foretold as occuring shortly

after his coronation and as he must now submit to that ceremony, how can his life be preserved?
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127.  The coronation of Thirithudhamma meant a sequence of festivities.
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128.  The first thing was for all the notabilities to come in to Mrauk-U from the country.
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129.  Every one of any standing had to be present.
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130.  Manrique describes how he himself wanted to get away, and on going to ask Thirithudhamma's
'How now, padre? Do you ask to go to Bengala when all the princes and gradees of my kingdoms come

to assist at my coronation?
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131.  Not only did the city quickly fill up with such persons, but traders crowde in, as this was a good
opportunity to dispose of expensive wares, when everyone wanted now clothes or ornament for their
wives or provision for feasts.
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132. From Manrique's account of the different nationalities rspresented in the bazaar a vivid idea can
be gained of the trade of Mrauk-U and what an important roadstead it was on the route between India and

the Spice Islands.
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133.  Aship, after leaving Chittagong on a voyage to Java, did not sail straight across the bay but kept
to the coast.
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134.  Mrauk-U is one of the few harbours on the east line of the Bay of Bengal.
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145.  Dyes of various kinds were on sale.
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146.  Drugs were to be had.
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147.  Stuffs were in plenty, silk and cotton were to be seen too and there were ornamets in ivory and
services in porcelain.
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148.  Inthe way of food there was every thing he mind could conceive.
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149.  Police kept order at the entrances to these improvised bazaars.
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150.  Every one was in the highest spirits.
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151. Dancing girls were here, conjurors there.
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152. Boat passed close on the creek, flying flags and music rising from them.
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153.  And at night fireworks and illuminations capped the gaieties of the day.
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154.  Such was general appearance of the city when the first ceremonies of the coronation began.

C C C (] € N o N\ C C
S200MO SDQJC:S'DGPOJ’):ODE(T)’): ST.)@O')GCDO’DQOC\)’JOQ 0@9@:0086}]9: ©00CGIOI39
[¢] L O
[ BN Co [ cmc cMc
(~]ep} qQG]GOD’J e ’.)0')8: lGCD’)C'I GQ)O’)CDJODC ccooomoqp:oc [bI={ep I ]|
Oc°lle o L o 3 H

155.  As has been explained before, Thirithudhamma was king of the whole west strip from Chittagong
to Martaban.
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165.  The drum was struck, everyone made their bow, the curtain was drawn back and Thir?—thudhambma

was disclosed on a throne.
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166.  This not being his own coronation, he was not in the fullest dress.
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167. He putonagreen coat; ropes of good pearls were round his neck; in his right hand he held a gold
fan encrusted with emeralds to match his clothes.
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168. He was being fanned by two pretty girls.
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169.  (How similar this is to the East as represented on the London stage! How different from the real
East of today!)
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170.  He was surrounded by thirty monks in yellow damask, all standing.
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171.  Aconcert was then pesrformed, classical songs in Arakanese and Burmese being sung.
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172.  This lasted an hour.
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173.  Oriental ceremonies and entertainments are long, as Manrique discovered before the end.
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174.  Then followed a ballet, a yein pwe.
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175.  After this twenty four children brought in the twelve crowns and the twelve sceptres to be be-
stowed on the sub-kings.
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176.  This part was a tedious ceremonial.
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187. By this time the young man in red velvet had made so many prostrates that he Woas sweatmg
copiously'.

@ 0 o
ODS'DQJ§§ ('7)0’)(;]00)6] q)C@§ [e0p}{~30 0] C\)CQ):DE O’)Q]CS'?’.) m@eeo’]wep 8 ? %%8380)
BIGC\DQT.) G%I.QJ'.):@(; ga?G§GQ)GCD?Cﬁ]II
188.  Butthey had jnot finished with him yet.
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189. He was led nearer; a monk placed a crown on his head and a sceptre in his hand; and making
five last reverences he kissed the feet of Thirithudhamma.
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190.  Suddenly the big drum sounded thrice; everyone quickly threw themselves on their faces; the
curtain was drawn; Thirithudhamma disappeared.
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191.  Brother Manrique now thought he would be able to get away.
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192.  Before leaving, however, it was necessary to say goodbye to the kinglet.
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193.  This he could not accomplish immediately, as in the outer hall to which they had all adjourned,

there was a large crowd offering congratulations.
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194.  He wasted a full hour, when the Prince stepped towards the door, where his elephant, a magnifi-
cent animal in a velvet coat, was standing.
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195.  Manrique saw his opportunity and approached to take leaves.
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196. 'Ah, Padre,' said the young man, with the greatest affability, 'you must be my guest to-night'
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197.  Manrique was exceedingly annoyed at having to accept this invitation.
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209.

Six hundred horsemen followed in three divisions: the first of Moguls in green silk; tﬂe seconﬁ of

Peguans in violet satin; the third of Burmese in gilt corselets.

210.
dred.

211.
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Manrique speaks elsewhere of this foreign cavalary and gives the number then at fifteen hun-
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They were household troops, part of the foreign paid army by means of which the king main-

tained himself and which he used in his wars.
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214.

215.

216.
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Mention has been made elsewhere of the Japanese foot soldiers and the Portuguese artillery.
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It was a cosmopilitan rorce.
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Following the cavalary were a hundred elephants of the guard, and two hundred ridden by

grandees.
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The former had cutlasses in their trunks which in battle they were trained to swing among the
enemy.
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Now in the procession girls danced and sang between them; richly and elegantly dressed and
garlanded with flowers, they flirted in and out like bright birds, patting the elephants as if they had
been pet dogs, while the beasts themselves tucked in their turnks and minded their steps, so as
not to hurt them.
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228. He did not care for the food.
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229. They had fried rat again, as on the previous occasion when he dined with the Chanceller at the
Paragri.
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230.  The sweets were only passable.
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231. Butworse of all, after dinner, dancing girls performed in such a way that, as he says,' he had to

close his eyes or lower them.'
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232.  That was what Manrique had been afraid of from the start the interminable hospitality of the
orient.
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233. Hegotaway at last, 'tired and bored'.

G§omao.oocmo ODODEOCO§ E:G @ gﬁ@§q’)J 08 omo%qecuéﬁu

234.  Butthe publc was indefatigable.
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235.  Theydanced, sang, paraded, rode and feasted seven more days for the Prince of Uritaung, and
eigtht days for each of the eleven remaining sub-kings, ninety-six days of festivity before the real corona-
tion began!
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236.  Butthe old masters of ceremony knew their business.
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237.  Adull goverment is the devil.
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238. It may not have amused Manrique, but it has vastly tickled the people.
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252. They had been the cause of wars for generations between the nations of Further In
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253.  Itwas even said that the great Mogul himself hoped one day to possess them.
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254.  And well he might, for each was as long as the little fingers and at the base as large round as a
hen's egg.
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255.  Manrique, who on a previous occasion had been allowed to examine these stones at close
quarters thus describe his sensations.
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256. 'l freely confer that although | had seen in other parts of the east many things of great price and
value, yet | stood amazed, especially on seeing that | scarcely fix my eyes on them, owing to the sparkling
and splendow they cast.'

c C C. C. Coe C O C ccC C oc o o o C [og co, o
9EuEudic0l: 0§5qepdadeand x86pS 9264 0382 mFrreadresEPIRE AR§EI§8:(:
o C o [og <. 2 Y c C C <. cc C C.o o o 2 C
62100003 923:00§ 0EdIPITH 603 BP5e§EVIVPSE 0YEEEd WwEoR(grlo3ide [goagod
C C o _C C oc C C [od ° C C
ceonmeeplelpipé 0803(gpdgeqitecncdesnt a§grsieminty) [30deoe o
ccie§830001

257.  These stones hung from the enlarged ear-lobes of Thiri thudhamma and killed with their bril-
liance the many other precious gems and pearls with which the throne was encrusted.
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258. A monk now addressed the assembled grandees, who remained with heads inclined and in
profoud silence.
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259.  The King would shortly proceed to the Shit-thaung Temple, said he, where the Head of the
Church would crown him.
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260. They ought to be glad of that, he went on, because his rule, so sanctified, would be just.
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271.  The procession for the Shittaung Pagoda was formed.
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272.  Itled down a covered way to that temple.
C [ Q@ O o 0 C [ o4
ﬂOGQ)')C::YEQTJ:q)Q?. S’BQL:QL:m’J::)Da 0@(\)9:? ogo:@elecoéﬁu
273.  Atthe sacred gate two thousand monks were in waiting.
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274.  These conducted Thirithudhamma and his Buddhist following in the shrine.
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275.  Manrique and the Indians remained outside.
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276.  They waited two hours, when a bell sounded and the King jreappeared wearing his crown which,
though studed with huge diamonds, rubies and pearls, appeared cheap beside the perfection of his ear
rings.
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277.  He gave a mediocre inclination to the monks, mounted a huge elephant, and placed himself at
the head of a procession.
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278.  There was cavalary in uniforms of violet and of green; the elephantry was castled, with standards
flyings, with golden bells chiming, in trappings of velet; there were bearers of the royal parasoles.
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279.  The grandees followed on foot.
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280.  Lout music conducted them through the city streets which were adorned with rich clothes of silk,
fluttering with innumerable flaps and marched at intervals by triumphal arches.
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of magic and the last resort of sacrifice to buttress up the fabric, one understands that th|s life v1\°/as

undivided, that it was the precise expression of the genius of that people and that itis idle to add, subtract,
praise or deplore or blame.
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289.  The Arakanese of that day were proud of Mrauk-U.
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290. They regarded it with satisfaction. They were pleased it was their fortune to live there.
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291. Itrose up the emanition of their ideal.
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292.  Even the Europeans found it a profitable place of residence.
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293.  Their services were well paid, they were treated with respect and they lived in their own quarter,
under their own captain, in enjoyment of their own religion.
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294. 1634 is atragic date for Arakan.
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295.  From that year it began to wither away.
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296.  The Hajji's sacrifices were ill calculated.
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297.  The king's perfume failed of its effect.
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298.  That principle of authority, which it was considered worth while to preserve even at the cost of so
many hearts, lost its potency, was flouted by usurpers, became the prey of the mercanary.
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Captain Rigby says: Kyaukpadaung near Sami is visble in clear weather (distance j62 miles) A

magnificent view of surrounding country. North, South, East & West can be obtained from
Kyaukpadaung.
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